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to the patron goddess of the hetaerse and pledges to her
for her protection a tithe of all her earnings in her new
calling.

The giving of votive offerings to Aphrodite for successes
and rich gains in their dealings with men was a customary
act of "pious" hetaerae. Toilet articles which enhance
beauty, and costly gifts, such as statues, were frequently
dedicated to the goddess. The hetaerae who followed in
the wake of the Athenian army led by Pericles to Samos
built a temple to Aphrodite from the tithes of their gains.
This giving of votive offerings is frequently the subject
of Greek epigrams.

The daughters or widows of citizens constituted but the
smaller number of hetaerae of this class. The larger num-
ber were stranger-women, chiefly from Ionia, who came
to Athens, attracted by its prominence in politics and the
arts, that they might play their r6te on a larger and more
brilliant stage. In the various cities of Asia Minor, there
were groups of freeborn women who had broken away
from the conventional bonds and had devoted themselves
to intellectual and artistic pursuits and to the cultivation
of every personal grace and charm. It was natural that
they and others like them from other parts of Hellas
should flock to Athens. Such women, though they were
politically only resident aliens, were granted great freedom
and had the benefit of all the intellectual advantages the
city afforded. Marriage was the only political sin these
beautiful and cultivated strangers could commit; they
might do anything else that they liked* Hence they en-
tered into relations with citizens as "companions," and
soon became an important factor in the social life of the
day. Bringing with them from their homes all the at-
tractions and graces that attended the service of the
Muses, they undoubtedly exercised a beneficial influence